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1. Presentation on the Rates Vacancy Refund Report  
Tony Foley, DCU Business School, made a presentation to the members covering the 
following findings in his report:  
 

 Analysis of Dublin City Council’s strategy on Commercial Rates Vacancy Refund 
rate examining the: 
- Objective of the report 
- Methodology for this review 

 Facts & figures of vacant properties  

 Financial analysis  

 Economy and property market 

 Geoview 

 Overall assessment 

 Conclusions drawn on the objectives 
- Geographic differentiation  
- Resource tax argument 
- Revenue increasing possibility 

 Options available on refund rate 
 
 
Following this presentation by Tony Foley, the Committee thanked him on this 
comprehensive report and the following items were noted: 
 
 

 Correct definition of a vacant property; 

 Consideration of varying vacancy rates applying in different areas of the city; 

 Clarification that legislation can reduce area rates but not the various categories 
of premises within these areas i.e. retail, office etc. 

 Impact of online trade and hot desk/home working on vacancy rates; 

 Consideration of mapping vacancy locations; 
 
 
Agreed: It was agreed at the conclusion of this meeting that the Head of Finance would 
contact David Garvey, Chief Valuer, to identify continuous vacant commercial properties in 
the city area.   
 
Agreed: The Committee agreed that DCC would contact the Valuation Office to gain access 
to information held there. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Agreed: It was further agreed that this item would be returned to at a later stage.   
 
Members were advised if they wish to seek clarification on any item included in the report 
that they should contact the Head of Finance or Tony Foley.   
 

 
Signed:  Councillor Ruairi McGinley  Date: 26th October 2017  

Chairperson 
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Councillor Noeleen Reilly 
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Councillor Hazel De Nortúin  
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